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Table 1.1 Progressive transition of levels of uncertainty

Context (X)

System model

(R)

System
outcomes (O)

Weights (W)

Complete
determinism

Level 1

| A clear enough

future

&

°
v

A single
(deterministic)
system model

A point estimate
for each

outcome

A single set of
weights

Level 2

. Alternate futures (with

probabilities)

- A single (stochastic)

system model

A confidence interval

for each outcome

Several sets of weights,

with a probability

attached to each set

Level 3

| A few plausible

futures

-3

-Afew

alternative
system models

| A limited range

of outcomes

| A limited range

weights

Level 4 (deep uncertainty)
| Level 4b
| Unknown future

Level 4a

- Many plausible

futures

| Many

alternative
system models

| A wide range of

outcomes

- A wide range of

weights

Total ignorance

+O+

n’;\

| Unknown

| system model;

| know we don’t

| know

| Unknown

| outcomes; know
| we don’t know

| Unknown

| weights; know

| we don’t know

Hi 88 : Decision Making under Deep Uncertainty: From Theory to Practice
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